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BACKGROUND

Belize

Capital City: Belmopan

Official Language: English

Population: 314,552 (est., July 2010)

Area: 8,867 sq miles/22,966 sq km

Independence: from United Kingdom, 21 September 1981

Currency: Belize dollar (pegged to the US dollar; $1USD=2 Belize dollars)

Belize is situated on the Caribbean coast of Central America, bordered by Mexico and Guatemala.
It’s one of the least densely populated countries on the planet. Originally a British colony until
independence in 1981, the official language is English.

From its Caribbean shores to its jungle interior, Belize has great natural beauty—blue water,
deserted beaches, rainforest retreats and winding rivers.

For many years, Belize was a Mecca for divers, snorkelers, and fishermen, drawn by the Belize
Barrier Reef, second in size only to Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. The jewel-like coral atolls here are
superb, especially when viewed from the air.

Until recently, exploring the mainland—an unspoiled coast backed by lush rainforest, grand
waterfalls, and Mayan ruins—was strictly for the adventurous. The first jungle lodges opened in the
remote Cayo district in the 1980s, and now half of Belize’s tourists visit Cayo.

Climate

The climate here is tropical and humid, with distinct wet and dry seasons. Coastal temperatures
average 61 °F to 90 °F. Rainfall varies by region—northern areas average 50 to 55 inches a year,
while the extreme south averages up to 180 inches.

Economy
Until the 20th century, Belize’s economy was heavily reliant on forestry. When logwood, used to

make dye, fell out of favor with the invention of man-made dyes, mahogany replaced it as the chief
export. Easily accessed timber supplies gradually shrank, making logging unprofitable by the 1950s.
Cane sugar, citrus bananas, and seafood became the main exports.

Today, services account for more than half of GDP. Tourism is a mainstay, booming since 2000.
Another important sector is banking, trusts, and IBCs (International Business Companies). Designed
with offshore investors in mind, IBCs allows investors to engage in international financial



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B3rdoba_(currency)

transactions, asset protection, ship ownership, brokerage and bank accounts, and a wide range of
commercial transactions. Today, 15,000 IBCs are registered in Belize.
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Real estate overview

One of the world's leading travel guides called Belize, "The Garden of Eden." After all,
where else in a country the size of Massachusetts do you come upon mile after mile of
fragrant pine, counter  -pointed with swaying palms; jungles where no man has set foot

for over 1,000 years; atolls, islands, and barrier reefs with a rainbow kaleidoscope of

tropical fish; savannah; majesti ¢ mountains; and Caribbean waters so crystal -clear you
can see the shifting sands of the sea floor 150 feet below?

Belize’s beachfront properties cost a fraction of what you would pay elsewhere in the Caribbean.
Ambergris Caye is the most developed real estate market. San Pedro, the biggest town, has brightly
painted wooden houses, packed sand streets, and golf carts as the main method of transport. The
shops are mostly mom-and-pop stores, the restaurants quaint, and the opportunities for dining,
dancing, and enjoying music, endless.

Only a few hundred yards from the barrier reef, Ambergris was known as a hangout for divers,
snorkelers, and backpackers in the 80s and 90s. Then when Fox TV filmed Temptation Islandn
Ambergris in 2000, the world discovered its white-sand beaches and azure waters—and everyone
wanted to own a chunk of it. Waterfront property almost doubled in price in a year.




With fashionable resorts, and upscale million-dollar homes, it’s certainly getting harder to find an
affordable property on Ambergris these days.

But other areas in Belize are becoming more fashionable, including Cayo and Corozal.

Corozal hasn’t attracted the hordes of expats that has driven up prices on Ambergris, so you can still
find lots here from $44,000.

The AARP voted Corozal one of their top retirement spots...partly down to the laid -back
lifestyle here, the proximity to Mexican city of Chetumal , and its conveniences (shopping
malls, hospitals, supermarket s, cinemas, restaurants) , and the natural beauty of the

area.

Corozal also featured in an episode of House Hunters International earlier in the year.
The program followed a buyer from the US looking for his dream vacation home in

Belize, that would genera te some rental income while he wasn't there. He purchased a
beachfront casita at Orchid Bay , a large master planned community sitting on the shores
of Chetumal Bay




Orchid Bay is the most idyllic and
innovative resort community ever

conceived in the tranquil, tropical nation of
Belize. Hewn out of some of the world's

most beautiful rainforests, with the rolling
waves of the turquoise Caribbean lapping

up on its shores , Orchid Bay offers a sense
of serenity and security rarely found in
today's world.

Yet, Orchid Bay also promises to be a
vibrant and exciting community; a close
knit neighborhood where old and new
friends alike can gather at the planned
town center for small talk and great times.

The Belize Barrier Reef is the world's
second -largest

It's a community where you will enjoy the amenities you've come to expect -- and can
expect exciting new adventures you'll quickly come to enjoy.

T —

The interior of a beachfront casita

The experts say the top three criteria for real estate value are location, | ocation, and

location...in which case, the community at Orchid Bay shouts here, here, here.

Orchid Bay is ...

A luxurious stretch of beachfront with 115 acres of untouched rainforests and
a mile of oceanfront on a tranquil turquoise bay perfect for swimmi ng, diving,
shorkeling, fishing, sailing, or simply strolling along the shoreline admiring the

powder -blue sky.

A two -hour flight from the US.

Conveniently located just two hours from Belize City by car.




Only 10 miles across the Bay of Chetumal from the beautiful, bustling
metropolis of Chetumal, Mexico, with its modern American -style mall, state -
of-the -art cinema plazas, crowded city sidewalks, beachfront eateries, first -class
restaurants, vibrant nightlife -- and prices a fraction of what you'd find in most
U.S. cities.

A short boat-ride from Ambergris Caye, the alluring tourist hot -spot made
famous by FOX Network's tantalizing Temptation Island.

Within driving distance of the 2,000-year-old Mayan ruins at Altun Ha. It's
here the Temple of the Sun God reaches 60 feet above the jungle floor. And only

a few yards away is the Temple of the Green Tomb, where archaeologists

uncovered the solid jade head of Kinich Ahau, the largest jade carving ever found

in any Maya coun try.

Orchid Bay hit some milestones this year, too:

1 The Orchid Bay Beach Club is due to open at the end of the year. The club
anchors the beachfront area, and the little casita houses. Only 24 casitas were
built, and all sold (two re -sales are currently pr  iced at $169,000). These
lock'n'leave homes make a perfect second home -- and you can rent them out
when you're not in Belize. The first owners should move in to their casitas at the
start of next year.

1 The Black Orchid restaurant and bar is open, and servin g tasty snacks and meals.
The bar provides the perfect gathering place for neighbors and friends to relax
over a chilled Belikin beer.

1 In addition to the existing beach and dock, a second beach is being finished .

9 Orchid Bay partnered with Belize customs. | t's now a provisional port of entry...so
you can arrive by boat from Mexico and have your visa stamped at Orchid Bay.

If you've read this far, | have a feeling you will agree that for anyone who wants to

enjoy the luxurious lifestyle of a Caribbean resort ... with all of the comforts and
convenience of modern living ... and the close - knit camaraderie of friends and family,
the community of Orchid Bay is well worth considering.

It's affordable. It's amenable. And it's a world removed from the hustle and bust le, the

hurry and worry, we'd all like to occasionally escape. Add in beautiful white -sand

beaches, a crystal -clear turquoise bay stretching as far as the eye can see, and palm
trees swaying in a Caribbean breeze -- and you have a feel for Orchid Bay.

When you consider that home sites in Orchid Bay start at only $44,000, | think you'll
agree thisis aonce -in-a-lifetime opportunity that warrants your careful attention.
give yourself a chance to see what i tlikes... why not try a chill weekend here?

Your three -day chill weekend trip includes beach accommodation, a tour of ancient
Mayan ruins, even a  seafood grill on the beach... the chance to ask all the questions you
need to ask about buying a property overseas, to ask other expats who have made the




move what their experience has been..to soak up t
I i f est y lfoejush$899 @er person/$648 per couple. Click here to  find ou t more or to
reserve your place .

Designed to be a family-friendly community, Orchid Bay has a wide range of activities for all ages.
Swim, sail, dive, snorkel, or boat on the warm Caribbean waters...hike the tropical rainforest...watch
the sunset from a palapa at the end of the docks.

With the rolling waves of the turquoise Caribbean lapping up on its white sand shores, Orchid Bay
offers a sense of serenity rarely found in today’s world. Orchid Bay also promises to be a vibrant and
exciting community...a close-knit neighborhood where friends gather for small talk and great times.
If you like all the conveniences of the modern era combined with the comforts of a Mayberry on the
beach, look no further.

Home lots start at $39,000. So, if you have ever dreamed of sitting back on the beach, soaking up the
Caribbean sun, and enjoying the quiet ambiance of your own exquisite home ...this is your chance to

make those dreams come true. Find out more here.
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Neither Pathfinder nor its employees and agents are licensed to give personalized advice about securities
investments. Nothing in this email or in communications from our employees to you should be construed as
personalized to your investment situation.

Pathfinder is in the business of recommending a wide range of real estate and relocation services from
developers and lawyers to real estate agents and tax specialists, to name but a few. Pathfinder requires
developers to meet basic criteria before bringing them to you. However, any vetting we do on projects or
professionals should not be construed as a guarantee by Pathfinder. Pathfinder is not responsible for the
management and delivery of real estate agent or developer-sponsored real estate tours and chill weekends.
We bring these to you for informational purposes on behalf of our developer and real estate agent partners.

As with any other overseas trip, we advise that you purchase travel insurance. We always recommend strongly

that buyers perform their own complete due diligence, use a qualified legal professional to help with real
estate transactions and purchase title insurance. Should a reader decide to purchase a property from one of
the developers/real estate agents we cover, we will receive a fee from the developer or real estate agent.




